
1st Grade/Reading-Unit 1-Launch

Unit #: Chest-00113658
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Courtney Kovac, Maria
Martinez

Grade(s): 1
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 1st Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Communication
In this launch unit, students will work on building their phonemic awareness by noticing the sounds, syllables and rimes in words.  Students will practice good reading habits (e.g.,
reading long and strong, habits for solving hard words, and habits for working with a partner). Students will also be introduced to the norms and expectations for Reading Workshop and
they will engage in productive, meaningful conversations in which they work together to tackle difficult words, ask thoughtful questions while reading, and to build and grow their
thinking. 
This unit prepares students to be positive and productive members of a classroom community of readers.  Students will use strategies as active problem-solvers to understand and
figure out words so they are able to increase stamina and move toward reading more challenging books.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 1-1

Key Ideas and Details
Ask and answer questions about key details in a
text. (RL.1.1)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Use illustrations and details in a story to describe
its characters, setting, or events. (RL.1.7)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
With prompting and support, read and
comprehend stories and poetry at grade level
text complexity or above (RL.1.9)

Key Ideas and Details
Ask and answer questions about key details in a
text. (RI.1.1)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
With prompting and support, read informational
texts at grade level text complexity or above.
(RI.1.10)

Demonstrate mastery of spoken words, syllables,
and sounds (phonemes) by using knowledge that
every syllable must have a vowel sound to
determine the number of syllables in a printed
word. (RF.1.2)

Distinguish long from short vowel sounds
in spoken single-syllable words. (RF.1.2A)
Orally produce single-syllable words by
blending sounds (phonemes), including
consonant blends. (RF.1.2B)

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Phonemes make a difference in a word’s meaning;

good phonemic awareness involves picking up on
phonemes (e.g., sounds, syllables and rimes) in
words.

U2 Fluent readers use a variety of reading strategies to
assist with decoding and comprehension (e.g., using
context clues to identify the meaning of unknown
words, self-correcting, rereading).

U3 Reading involves thinking and talking about our
books; when we talk about stories, we begin to
understand the stories better.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How do letter sounds work together to make words?

Q2 How does understanding the meaning of words help
me make sense of what I am reading?

Q3 Why do we talk about stories we have heard/read?

Acquisition
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Isolate and pronounce initial, medial vowel,
and final sounds (phonemes) in spoken
single-syllable words. (RF.1.2C)
Segment spoken single-syllable words into
their complete sequence of individual
sounds (phonemes). (RF.1.2D)

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension. (RF.1.4)

Read grade-level text with purpose and
understanding. (RF.1.4A)
Read grade-level text orally with accuracy,
appropriate rate, and expression. (RF.1.4B)
Use context to confirm or self-correct word
recognition and understanding, rereading
as necessary. (RF.1.4C)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts
with peers and adults in small and larger groups
(SL.1.1)

Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions
(e.g., listening to others with care,
speaking one at a time about the topics
and texts under discussion). (SL.1.1A)
Build on others’ talk in conversations by
responding to the comments of others
through multiple exchanges. (SL.1.1B)
Ask questions to clear up any confusion
about the topics and texts under
discussion. (SL.1.1C)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Produce complete sentences when
appropriate to task and situation (SL.1.6)

Knowledge Skill(s)
What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Vowel
Consonant
Sound
Segment
Blend
Syllable
Initial (beginning)
Media (middle)
Final (end)
Fluency
Expression
Distinguish
Accuracy
Expression
Recognition
Comprehension
Reread
Conversation

K2 Strategies for developing phonemic awareness and
fluency.

K3 classroom expectations and norms for collaboration
and discussion

K4 classroom procedures, rules, and expectations (e.g.,
procedures for Reading Workshop)

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can recognize the sound symbol correspondence of

all short and long vowel sounds.

S2 I can identify vowels/vowel sounds within single
syllable words.

S3 I can isolate and blend phonemes in single syllable
words.

S4 I can identify and articulate simple decodable words,
identifying all phonemes in the initial, medial, and
final position.

S5 I can segment phonemes in proper order.

S6 I can make a bank of known sight words.

S7 I can explain how meaning is contained in text.

S8 I can use rereading as a strategy to help understand
text.

S9 I can have productive conversations with classmates
and adults in large and small groups.

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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1st Grade/Reading-Unit 2-Informational

Unit #: Chest-00113660
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Courtney Kovac, Maria
Martinez

Grade(s): 1
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 1st Grade ELA

Unit Focus

Nonfiction Readers Grow Ideas about the World
A Study in Structure and Curiosity
In this unit, students will draw on their natural curiosity to learn about the world. Students will learn all they can from their books and share their learning with others. Students will
learn comprehension strategies, such as previewing the text, predicting, noticing text structure, and synthesizing information from multiple sources (e.g., the picture, the print, the text
boxes). Students will continue to work on developing good habits for decoding unfamiliar words and for working to understand new vocabulary. Students will build fluency as they
revisit texts to reread in smoother voices, to sound like experts, and to notice the craft moves authors make so they can also make these same "moves" in their own writing.
Students will use informational text features to locate key facts and information, and they will describe how two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information relate to one another
within an informational text.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 1-1

Key Ideas and Details
Ask and answer questions about key details in a
text. (RI.1.1)
Identify the main topic and retell key
details of a text. (RI.1.2)

Craft and Structure
Ask and answer questions to help determine or
clarify the meaning of words and phrases in a
text. (RI.1.4)
Know and use various text features (e.g.,
headings, tables of contents, glossaries,
electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts
or information in a text. (RI.1.5)
Distinguish between information provided by
pictures or other illustrations and information
provided by the words in a text. (RI.1.6)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Use the illustrations and details in a text to
describe its key ideas. (RI.1.7)
Identify the reasons an author gives to support
points in a text and explain the application of
this information with prompting as needed
(RI.1.8)
Identify basic similarities in and differences
between two texts on the same topic (e.g., in
illustrations, descriptions, or procedures). (RI.1.9)

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Curiosity leads us to read and discuss nonfiction texts

to learn about the world.

U2 Strong readers use a variety of tools, including text
features, to locate information efficiently in order to
comprehend the content of the text.

U3 Strong readers use key details when reading to
construct meaning and identify the main topic.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How do we read to learn about the world?

Q2  How does understanding the content of a text help us
to grow new ideas?

Q3 How does retelling help me understand a text?  How
can I use key details from a text to help me
understand what I am reading?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
With prompting and support, read informational
texts at grade level text complexity or above.
(RI.1.10)

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension. (RF.1.4)

Read grade-level text with purpose and
understanding. (RF.1.4A)
Read grade-level text orally with accuracy,
appropriate rate, and expression. (RF.1.4B)
Use context to confirm or self-correct word
recognition and understanding, rereading as
necessary. (RF.1.4C)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts
with peers and adults in small and larger groups
(SL.1.1)

Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
listening to others with care, speaking one at a
time about the topics and texts under
discussion). (SL.1.1A)
Build on others’ talk in conversations by
responding to the comments of others through
multiple exchanges. (SL.1.1B)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Add drawings or other visual displays to
descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas,
thoughts, and feelings. (SL.1.5)
Produce complete sentences when appropriate
to task and situation (SL.1.6)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Main idea
Key details
Information
Text features (table of contents, glossary, index,
illustrations, captions, headers, digital menus, icons)
Fluency
Conversation
Purpose
Characteristics
Connections
Reread 
Decode
Vocabulary 

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can retell the main topic and detail of a nonfiction

text.

S2 I can use text features to locate information.

S3 I can differentiate the characteristics of fiction and
nonfiction books.

S4 I can have productive conversations with classmates
and adults in large and small groups.

S5 I can make real-world connections.

S6 I can identify the purpose of reading nonfiction books.

S7 I can reread for fluency.

S8 I can decode new words.

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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1st Grade/Reading-Unit 3-Literature

Unit #: Chest-00113661
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Courtney Kovac, Maria
Martinez

Grade(s): 1
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 1st Grade ELA

Unit Focus

Readers Meet the Characters in their Books
A Study in Comparisons and Connections
In this unit, students will learn about the different story elements and how these are interrelated. They will also begin to think more deeply about what characters like and don’t like,
what they do and what they are like as people, friends, or family members. Students will retell what the main character does across the whole story and they will begin to think about
how characters sometimes change.
Students will describe how the adventures and experiences of characters found in different stories are alike or different.  They will describe the characters, setting, and major events in
a story, using key details. 

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 1-1

Key Ideas and Details
Ask and answer questions about key details in a
text. (RL.1.1)
Retell stories, including key details, and
demonstrate understanding of their central
message or lesson. (RL.1.2)
Describe characters, settings, and major
event(s) in a story, using key details.
(RL.1.3)

Craft and Structure
Identify words and phrases in stories or poems
that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses.
(RL.1.4)
Identify who is telling the story at various points
in a text. (RL.1.6)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Use illustrations and details in a story to describe
its characters, setting, or events. (RL.1.7)
Compare and contrast the adventures and
experiences of characters in stories. (RL.1.8)

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension. (RF.1.4)

Read grade-level text with purpose and
understanding. (RF.1.4A)
Read grade-level text orally with accuracy,
appropriate rate, and expression. (RF.1.4B)
Use context to confirm or self-correct word

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Characters in stories are just like people, unique and

diverse.

U2 Strong readers use story elements (character, setting,
major events) to comprehend and retell stories.

U3 Strong readers grow their thinking by comparing and
contrasting experiences of characters.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How do characters help readers understand a story

and themselves?

Q2 How are story elements interrelated? How do they
help us fully understand a story?

Q3 How can two texts be the same or different?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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recognition and understanding, rereading as
necessary. (RF.1.4C)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts
with peers and adults in small and larger groups
(SL.1.1)

Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
listening to others with care, speaking one at a
time about the topics and texts under
discussion). (SL.1.1A)
Build on others’ talk in conversations by
responding to the comments of others through
multiple exchanges. (SL.1.1B)
Ask and answer questions about what a speaker
says in order to gather additional information or
clarify something that is not understood. (SL.1.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Describe people, places, things, and events with
relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings
clearly. (SL.1.4)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Character (main, secondary)
Setting
Plot
Conflict/Problem
Solution
Main idea
Key details
Compare/contrast
Connections
Traits
Change
Retell
Illustrations
Fluency
Purpose
Message/Theme
Conversations
Point of View
Predictions

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can use story elements to give a retell.

S2 I can make connections (text-to-self; text-to-text; text-
to-world).

S3 I can make and confirm predictions.

S4 I can ask and answer questions about a text.

S5 I can identify and describe character traits.

S6 I can infer characters’ feelings by what they say and
do.

S7 I can analyze how the main character changed from
the beginning to the end of a book.

S8 I can compare and contrast experiences of characters.

S9 I can have productive conversations with classmates
and adults in large and small groups.

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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1st Grade/Reading-Unit 4-Literature/Foundational

Unit #: Chest-00113662
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Courtney Kovac, Maria
Martinez

Grade(s): 1
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 1st Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Independence and Problem Solving
In this unit, students will continue to build their "toolbox" of strategies that will help them take charge of their own reading and help them when a particular text gets tough. Students
will learn that, as readers, they can be their own teachers, working hard to figure out tricky words and parts in books. Students will learn how to use semantic, syntactic, and visual cues
to solve words, and they will read increasingly complex text with fluency, accuracy, and comprehension--all of which require the development of great problem-solving skills. 
Students will read grade-level text with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.  They will demonstrate their level of comprehension of literary texts as they identify
the central message or lesson of a story, then report on the key ideas, details, and events, including just the important information rather than reporting on every detail.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 1-1

Key Ideas and Details
Ask and answer questions about key details in a
text. (RL.1.1)
Retell stories, including key details, and
demonstrate understanding of their central
message or lesson. (RL.1.2)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
With prompting and support, read and
comprehend stories and poetry at grade
level text complexity or above (RL.1.9)

Demonstrate mastery of the organization and basic
features of print including those listed under
Kindergarten foundation skills. (RF.1.1)

Recognize the distinguishing features of a
sentence (e.g., first word, capitalization, ending
punctuation). (RF.1.1A)

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding words (RF.1.3)

Distinguish long and short vowels when reading
regularly spelled one-syllable words (RF.1.3D)
Decode two-syllable words following basic
patterns by breaking the words into syllables
using knowledge that every syllable must have a
vowel sound. (RF.1.3E)

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension. (RF.1.4)

Read grade-level text with purpose and
understanding. (RF.1.4A)

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Reading is a problem-solving, meaning-making

activity.

U2 Fluent readers use a variety of reading strategies to
assist with decoding and comprehension (e.g., using
context clues to identify the meaning of unknown
words, self-correcting, rereading).

U3 Authors tell or teach us things (central idea/lesson) by
using key details in texts.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How do readers understand the text they’re reading?

Q2 How does understanding the meaning of words help
me make sense of what I am reading? How does
fluent reading sound?

Q3 How do stories teach us lessons?  How can I use the
details of the text to express the text’s lesson?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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Read grade-level text orally with accuracy,
appropriate rate, and expression. (RF.1.4B)
Use context to confirm or self-correct word
recognition and understanding, rereading
as necessary. (RF.1.4C)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts
with peers and adults in small and larger groups
(SL.1.1)

Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
listening to others with care, speaking one at a
time about the topics and texts under
discussion). (SL.1.1A)
Build on others’ talk in conversations by
responding to the comments of others through
multiple exchanges. (SL.1.1B)
Ask questions to clear up any confusion about
the topics and texts under discussion. (SL.1.1C)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grade 1 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
an array of strategies. (L.1.4)

Use frequently occurring affixes and inflection
(e.g., -ed, -s, - ing, re-, un-, pre-, -ful, - less) as a
clue to the meaning of a word. (L.1.4B)
Identify frequently occurring root words (e.g.,
look) and their inflectional forms (e.g., looks,
looked, looking). (L.1.4C)

With guidance and support from adults,
demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships and nuances in word meanings.
(L.1.5)

Identify real-life connections between words and
their use (e.g., note places at home that are
cozy). (L.1.5C)
Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs
differing in manner (e.g., look, peek, glance,
stare, glare, scowl) and adjectives differing in
intensity (e.g., large, gigantic) by defining or
choosing them or by acting out the meanings.
(L.1.5D)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Use words and phrases acquired through
conversations, reading and being read to, and
responding to texts, including using frequently
occurring conjunctions to signal simple
relationships (e.g., because). (L.1.6)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Retell
Key details
Central Message/Lesson
Purpose
Fluency
Rate
Expression
Accuracy
Problem-solving
Patterns
“Scooping” words
Punctuation (i.e. periods, question marks, exclamation
points, commas, dashes, ellipsis, quotation marks)
Print Type (i.e. bold, italicized, underlined, and
capitalized)
Poetry
Infer
Interpret  

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can retell a story using key details.

S2 I can identify the central message or lesson of a story.

S3 I can read with fluency and expression.

S4 I can attend to punctuation and print type.

S5 I can use context to self-correct when reading.

S6 I can decode new words and distinguish long and
short vowels.

S7 I can ask and answer questions about texts.

S8 I can have productive conversations with classmates
and adults in large and small groups.
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Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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1st Grade/Reading-Unit 5-Literature

Unit #: Chest-00113664
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Courtney Kovac, Maria
Martinez

Grade(s): 1
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 1st Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Empathy and Connections
This unit is designed to help students understand the power of story. It teaches the comprehension skills of empathy, envisioning, and prediction that increase student engagement
with a fiction text. Students will identify the central message or lesson of a story.  Students will also identify who is telling the story (e.g., narrator, character, main character) at various
points in a text.
Students will Identify who is telling the story at various points in a text and they will demonstrate an understanding of the central message or lesson of a text by reporting on the key
ideas, details, and events, including just the important information.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 1-1

Key Ideas and Details
Ask and answer questions about key details in a
text. (RL.1.1)
Retell stories, including key details, and
demonstrate understanding of their central
message or lesson. (RL.1.2)
Describe characters, settings, and major
event(s) in a story, using key details. (RL.1.3)

Craft and Structure
Identify words and phrases in stories or poems
that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses.
(RL.1.4)
Explain major differences between books that
tell stories and books that give information,
drawing on a wide reading of a range of text
types (RL.1.5)
Identify who is telling the story at various
points in a text. (RL.1.6)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Use illustrations and details in a story to describe
its characters, setting, or events. (RL.1.7)
Compare and contrast the adventures and
experiences of characters in stories. (RL.1.8)

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension. (RF.1.4)

Read grade-level text with purpose and
understanding. (RF.1.4A)
Read grade-level text orally with accuracy,

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Authors tell or teach us things (central idea/lesson) by

using key details in texts.

U2 Authors use different points of view to tell a story;
dialogue is an effective tool used by writers to convey
different points of view.

U3 Readers develop understanding and respect for the
experiences of others by seeing the world through
someone else’s eyes.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How do readers discover the central message or

lesson of a text?  How can I use the details of the text
to express the central message or lesson? How do
stories teach us lessons?

Q2 How do I know who is telling the story?  How does this
help me in my understanding of the story?

Q3 How does reading help develop a sense of empathy? 
How can we connect to the characters in our books?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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appropriate rate, and expression. (RF.1.4B)
Use context to confirm or self-correct word
recognition and understanding, rereading as
necessary. (RF.1.4C)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts
with peers and adults in small and larger groups
(SL.1.1)

Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
listening to others with care, speaking one at a
time about the topics and texts under
discussion). (SL.1.1A)
Build on others’ talk in conversations by
responding to the comments of others through
multiple exchanges. (SL.1.1B)
Ask questions to clear up any confusion about
the topics and texts under discussion. (SL.1.1C)
Ask and answer questions about key details in a
text read aloud or information presented orally
or through other media. (SL.1.2)
Ask and answer questions about what a speaker
says in order to gather additional information or
clarify something that is not understood. (SL.1.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Describe people, places, things, and events with
relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings
clearly. (SL.1.4)
Produce complete sentences when appropriate
to task and situation (SL.1.6)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Point of View
Retell 
Key Details
Central Message/Lesson
Empathy
Connection
Envision
Predict/Confirm
Compare/Contrast
Senses/Feelings

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can interpret the character’s perspective to answer

questions from their point-of-view.

S2 I can identify and elaborate on the central message of
the book.

S3 I can participate in productive conversations with
classmates and adults in large and small groups.

S4 I can discuss how the secondary characters affect the
main character.

S5 I can use context to confirm or self-correct.

S6 I can compare and contrast the experiences of
characters in stories.

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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1st Grade/Reading-Unit 6-Informational

Unit #: Chest-00113663
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Courtney Kovac, Maria
Martinez

Grade(s): 1
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 1st Grade ELA

Unit Focus

Reading to Discover Opinions: An Inquiry into Text-based Evidence 
A Study in Exploration and Comparison
In this unit, students will read a variety of books on the same topic. Students will work on gathering information on a topic from the words and pictures in these different texts. Students
will be encouraged to work with peers to ask questions, seek knowledge, and grow ideas about their topics. 
Students will ask and answer questions about key details in a text read (or read aloud) and they will identify how two texts on the same topic are alike or different.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 1-1

Key Ideas and Details
Ask and answer questions about key
details in a text. (RI.1.1)
Identify the main topic and retell key details of a
text. (RI.1.2)
Describe the connection between two
individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of
information in a text (RI.1.3)

Craft and Structure
Ask and answer questions to help determine or
clarify the meaning of words and phrases in a
text. (RI.1.4)
Know and use various text features (e.g.,
headings, tables of contents, glossaries,
electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or
information in a text. (RI.1.5)
Distinguish between information provided by
pictures or other illustrations and information
provided by the words in a text. (RI.1.6)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Use the illustrations and details in a text to
describe its key ideas. (RI.1.7)
Identify the reasons an author gives to support
points in a text and explain the application of
this information with prompting as needed
(RI.1.8)
Identify basic similarities in and
differences between two texts on the same
topic (e.g., in illustrations, descriptions, or

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Asking and answering questions about key details in a

text expands our learning and helps us construct
meaning.

U2 Effective readers can infer what an author thinks is
important by noticing the similarities and differences
in books on the same topic.

U3 Analyzing a text’s purpose and organizational
structure helps readers determine what strategies are
needed to comprehend the text.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How can asking and answering questions help me

understand the text?

Q2 How can two texts be the same or different?  What
can I learn from comparing two texts on the same
topic?

Q3 How does what and why I read influence how I read?
How do I read informational text differently than how I
read a story?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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procedures). (RI.1.9)
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

With prompting and support, read informational
texts at grade level text complexity or above.
(RI.1.10)

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension. (RF.1.4)

Read grade-level text with purpose and
understanding. (RF.1.4A)
Read grade-level text orally with accuracy,
appropriate rate, and expression. (RF.1.4B)
Use context to confirm or self-correct word
recognition and understanding, rereading as
necessary. (RF.1.4C)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts
with peers and adults in small and larger groups
(SL.1.1)

Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
listening to others with care, speaking one at a
time about the topics and texts under
discussion). (SL.1.1A)
Build on others’ talk in conversations by
responding to the comments of others through
multiple exchanges. (SL.1.1B)
Ask questions to clear up any confusion about
the topics and texts under discussion. (SL.1.1C)
Ask and answer questions about key
details in a text read aloud or information
presented orally or through other media.
(SL.1.2)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Topic
Purpose
Key details
Information
Text features (table of contents, glossary, index,
illustrations, captions, headers, digital menus, icons)
Fluency
Conversation
Reread 
Decode
Vocabulary 
Collaboration
Compare (similarities)
Contrast (differences)
Adventures
Experiences
Characters

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can ask and answer questions about key details in a

text.

S2 I can identify how two texts on the same topic are
alike or different.

S3 I can identify the author’s opinion about the topic or
main idea.

S4 I can develop an opinion about the theme or main
idea and support it using evidence from the text.

S5 I can find similarities and differences on the same
topic among different genres.

S6 I can use strategies for reading informational text
before, during and after reading.

S7 I can have productive conversations with classmates
and adults in large and small groups.

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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1st Grade/Writing-Unit 1-Launch

Unit #: Chest-00113665
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Courtney Kovac, Maria
Martinez

Grade(s): 1
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 1st Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Communication
Students will move with independence through the writing process.  Students will demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events.  Students will follow norms and expectations for engaging in discussions with classmates
and adults in both large and small formats.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 1-1

Text Types and Purposes
Write narratives in which they recount two
or more appropriately sequenced events,
include some details regarding what
happened, use temporal words to signal
event order, and provide some sense of
closure. (W.1.3)

Production and Distribution of Writing
With guidance and support from adults, focus on
a topic, respond to questions and suggestions
from peers and self-reflection, and add details to
strengthen writing and ideas as needed. (W.1.4)
With guidance and support from adults, use a
variety of digital tools to produce and publish
writing, including in collaboration with peers.
(W.1.5)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts
with peers and adults in small and larger groups
(SL.1.1)

Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions
(e.g., listening to others with care,
speaking one at a time about the topics
and texts under discussion). (SL.1.1A)
Ask questions to clear up any confusion about
the topics and texts under discussion. (SL.1.1C)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Describe people, places, things, and events with
relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings
clearly. (SL.1.4)

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 We write/tell stories for the purpose of entertaining,

teaching, or informing others.

U2 Good writers recognize that language conventions
and grammar are essential in effective
communication.

U3 Effective writers employ good habits such as writing
often, reading often, re-reading their writing, and 
sharing their writing with others to get ideas to
improve.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 Why do writers write?

Q2 How does the way I spell and punctuate affect my
writing?

Q3 How do people strengthen their writing? How can I
draw on my life experiences to make my writing
interesting?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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Add drawings or other visual displays to
descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas,
thoughts, and feelings. (SL.1.5)
Produce complete sentences when appropriate
to task and situation (SL.1.6)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking (L.1.1)

Use personal, possessive, and indefinite
pronouns (e.g., I, me, my; they, them, their,
anyone, everything) (L.1.1D)
Use verbs to convey a sense of past, present,
and future (e.g., Yesterday I walked home;
Today I walk home; Tomorrow I will walk home).
(L.1.1E)
Use determiners (e.g., articles, demonstratives).
(L.1.1H)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing (L.1.2)

Use end punctuation for sentences. (L.1.2B)
Use conventional spelling for words with
common spelling patterns and for
frequently occurring irregular words.
(L.1.2D)
Spell untaught words phonetically, drawing
on phonemic awareness and spelling
conventions. (L.1.2E)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Narrative
Sequence
Event
Time
Order
Conversation
Sentence
Period
Question Mark
Exclamation Mark
Date
Capitalize
Punctuate

K2 classroom expectations and norms for collaboration
and discussion

K3 classroom procedures, rules, and expectations (e.g.,
procedures for Writing Workshop)

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can tell a story (narrative) with two or more

appropriately sequenced events.

S2 I can add details to my story.

S3 I can use temporal words to signal order and closure
to my story.

S4 I can have productive conversations with classmates
and adults in large and small groups.

S5 I can identify and know when to use periods, question
marks, and explanation marks.

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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1st Grade/Writing-Unit 2-Informational

Unit #: Chest-00113667
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Courtney Kovac, Maria
Martinez

Grade(s): 1
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 1st Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Structure and Purpose
In this unit, students will write informational texts (e.g., picture books, multiple information chapter books, etc.) that incorporate many of the craft "moves" learned from reading
informational texts from a variety of authors. Students will deepen their understanding of the connection between reading and writing as they learn that writing informational books will
also strengthen their nonfiction reading skills, helping them understand the purpose of headings and other nonfiction features.
Students will write an informative/explanatory text in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 1-1

Text Types and Purposes
Write informative/explanatory texts in
which they name a topic, supply some
facts about the topic, and provide some
sense of closure. (W.1.2)

Production and Distribution of Writing
With guidance and support from adults, focus on
a topic, respond to questions and suggestions
from peers and self-reflection, and add details to
strengthen writing and ideas as needed. (W.1.4)

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
Participate in shared research and writing
projects (e.g., explore a number of “how-to”
books on a given topic and use them to write a
sequence of instructions). (W.1.6)
With guidance and support from adults, recall
information from experiences or gather
information from provided sources to answer a
question. (W.1.7)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts
with peers and adults in small and larger groups
(SL.1.1)

Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
listening to others with care, speaking one at a
time about the topics and texts under
discussion). (SL.1.1A)
Build on others’ talk in conversations by
responding to the comments of others through

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 We write for the purpose of entertaining, teaching, or

informing others.

U2 Text structure refers to how the information with a
written text is organized; effective writers of
informational text follow a structure (e.g., introduce
the topic, support with facts, provide closure).

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How can writers use words and information to teach

others? How can I draw on my life experiences to
teach others?

Q2 How does organization impact my writing?  How can
writers’ craft help teach readers new information?
How do we strengthen our writing?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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multiple exchanges. (SL.1.1B)
Ask questions to clear up any confusion about
the topics and texts under discussion. (SL.1.1C)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Add drawings or other visual displays to
descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas,
thoughts, and feelings. (SL.1.5)
Produce complete sentences when appropriate
to task and situation (SL.1.6)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking (L.1.1)

Print all upper- and lowercase letters. (L.1.1A)
Use personal, possessive, and indefinite
pronouns (e.g., I, me, my; they, them, their,
anyone, everything) (L.1.1D)
Use frequently occurring conjunctions (e.g., and,
but, or, so, because) (L.1.1G)
Produce and expand complete simple and
compound declarative, interrogative, imperative,
and exclamatory sentences in response to
prompts. (L.1.1J)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing (L.1.2)

Capitalize dates and names of people. (L.1.2A)
Use end punctuation for sentences. (L.1.2B)
Use commas in dates and to separate single
words in a series. (L.1.2C)
Use conventional spelling for words with
common spelling patterns and for frequently
occurring irregular words. (L.1.2D)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grade 1 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
an array of strategies. (L.1.4)

Use sentence-level context as a clue to the
meaning of a word or phrase (L.1.4A)
Use frequently occurring affixes and inflection
(e.g., -ed, -s, - ing, re-, un-, pre-, -ful, - less) as a
clue to the meaning of a word. (L.1.4B)
Identify frequently occurring root words (e.g.,
look) and their inflectional forms (e.g., looks,
looked, looking). (L.1.4C)

With guidance and support from adults,
demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships and nuances in word meanings.
(L.1.5)

Sort words into categories (e.g., colors, clothing)
to gain a sense of the concepts the categories
represent. (L.1.5A)
Define words by category and by one or more
key attributes (e.g., a duck is a bird that swims;
a tiger is a large cat with stripes). (L.1.5B)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Nonfiction
Inform
Structure
Text Features
Topic
Closure
Collaboration
Writer’s craft/moves

K2 classroom expectations and norms for collaboration
and discussion

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can apply transition words or ordinal words before

each step.

S2 I can write using nonfiction text features.

S3 I can use the writing process to inform (plan, sketch,
write, revise, edit).

S4 I can elaborate on my writing by adding details.

S5 I can have productive conversations with classmates
and adults in large and small groups.
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Identify real-life connections between words and
their use (e.g., note places at home that are
cozy). (L.1.5C)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Use words and phrases acquired through
conversations, reading and being read to, and
responding to texts, including using frequently
occurring conjunctions to signal simple
relationships (e.g., because). (L.1.6)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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1st Grade/Writing-Unit 3-Narrative

Unit #: Chest-00113668
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Courtney Kovac, Maria
Martinez

Grade(s): 1
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 1st Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Form and Empathy
In this unit, students will use what they know from Unit 1 and extend on those skills. Students will develop a pretend character with realistic troubles and adventures. 
Students will draw on the craft of narrative writing to develop a realistic fictional story in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events.  Students will also learn that
revision is the way to make their writing the best it can be.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 1-1

Text Types and Purposes
Write narratives in which they recount two
or more appropriately sequenced events,
include some details regarding what
happened, use temporal words to signal
event order, and provide some sense of
closure. (W.1.3)

Production and Distribution of Writing
With guidance and support from adults,
focus on a topic, respond to questions and
suggestions from peers and self-reflection,
and add details to strengthen writing and
ideas as needed. (W.1.4)
With guidance and support from adults, use a
variety of digital tools to produce and publish
writing, including in collaboration with peers.
(W.1.5)

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
With guidance and support from adults, recall
information from experiences or gather
information from provided sources to answer a
question. (W.1.7)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts
with peers and adults in small and larger groups
(SL.1.1)

Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
listening to others with care, speaking one at a
time about the topics and texts under
discussion). (SL.1.1A)

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Writers draw on their own experiences to inspire

realistic fiction stories; writers read their own work
with fresh eyes, imagining how their story will sound
and feel to different readers.

U2 Effective writers recognize that language conventions
and grammar are essential in effective
communication.

U3 Effective writers reread their own work or have their
work reviewed by others in order to make the
necessary revisions and edits.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How can I draw on my own life experiences to make

my writing interesting?  How can my writing express
empathy? How can my writing instill empathy in
others?

Q2 How does the way I use language conventions affect
my writing?

Q3 How do I know when I am ready to publish?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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Build on others’ talk in conversations by
responding to the comments of others through
multiple exchanges. (SL.1.1B)
Ask questions to clear up any confusion about
the topics and texts under discussion. (SL.1.1C)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing (L.1.2)

Capitalize dates and names of people.
(L.1.2A)
Use end punctuation for sentences. (L.1.2B)
Use commas in dates and to separate
single words in a series. (L.1.2C)
Use conventional spelling for words with
common spelling patterns and for
frequently occurring irregular words.
(L.1.2D)
Spell untaught words phonetically, drawing
on phonemic awareness and spelling
conventions. (L.1.2E)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grade 1 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
an array of strategies. (L.1.4)

Use sentence-level context as a clue to the
meaning of a word or phrase (L.1.4A)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Narrative
Realistic Fiction
Sequence
Character
Problem
Solution
Events
Time
Order
Conversation
Sentence
Period
Question Mark
Exclamation Mark
Date
Comma
Capitalize
Punctuate

K2 classroom expectations and norms for collaboration
and discussion

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can generate ideas from daily life to create a

realistic fiction story.

S2 I can develop a realistic character

S3 I can create an appropriate setting for the character.

S4 I can create realistic problems/solutions.

S5 I can utilize planning strategies to organize the story
scenes (touch and tell; sketch).

S6 I can add details to my story.

S7 I can use temporal words to signal order and closure
to my story.

S8 I can have productive conversations with classmates
and adults in large and small groups.

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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1st Grade/Writing-Unit 4-Foundational/Informational

Unit #: Chest-00114840
Team: Kim Brandon (Author)

Grade(s): 1
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 1st Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Technique and Collaboration
In this unit, students will learn that authors purposefully use craft techniques to shape the meaning of their nonfiction writing. By studying the craft of other authors, students will learn
to make their nonfiction writing interesting and engaging for their readers. Students will explore multiple texts by an author, learning from the author’s deliberate choices and language
used to make their books interesting. Students will learn that nonfiction writers learn from other expert nonfiction writers. Students will take away the understanding that ideas are all
around them and they can learn from anyone! 
Students will write an informative/explanatory text in which they name a topic, supply some basic facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure.  They will demonstrate a
command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage (e.g., capitalizing dates & names of people; end punctuation for sentences; commas, spelling conventions, etc.)
when writing.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 1-1

Text Types and Purposes
Write informative/explanatory texts in
which they name a topic, supply some
facts about the topic, and provide some
sense of closure. (W.1.2)

Production and Distribution of Writing
With guidance and support from adults,
use a variety of digital tools to produce
and publish writing, including in
collaboration with peers. (W.1.5)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts
with peers and adults in small and larger groups
(SL.1.1)

Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
listening to others with care, speaking one at a
time about the topics and texts under
discussion). (SL.1.1A)
Build on others’ talk in conversations by
responding to the comments of others through
multiple exchanges. (SL.1.1B)
Ask questions to clear up any confusion about
the topics and texts under discussion. (SL.1.1C)
Ask and answer questions about key details in a
text read aloud or information presented orally
or through other media. (SL.1.2)

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Writers of nonfiction learn from other expert writers.

They use their techniques to inspire their own writing.

U2 Effective writers recognize that language conventions
and grammar are essential in effective
communication.

U3 Strong writers use a variety of digital tools to
collaborate to improve and publish their writing.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How can drawing on the expertise of other writers

enhance my writing?

Q2 How does my use of language conventions affect how
I communicate with others?

Q3 How can sharing my writing with others make me a
better writer? How can technology be used as a tool
to write, publish, and/or collaborate?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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Ask and answer questions about what a speaker
says in order to gather additional information or
clarify something that is not understood. (SL.1.3)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Demonstrate understanding of word
relationships and nuances in word meanings.
(NJSLSA.L5)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing (L.1.2)

Capitalize dates and names of people.
(L.1.2A)
Use end punctuation for sentences. (L.1.2B)
Use commas in dates and to separate
single words in a series. (L.1.2C)
Use conventional spelling for words with
common spelling patterns and for
frequently occurring irregular words.
(L.1.2D)
Spell untaught words phonetically, drawing
on phonemic awareness and spelling
conventions. (L.1.2E)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Use words and phrases acquired through
conversations, reading and being read to, and
responding to texts, including using frequently
occurring conjunctions to signal simple
relationships (e.g., because). (L.1.6)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Nonfiction
Inform
Structure
Text Features
Mentor/Expert
Topic
Closure
Collaboration
Writer’s craft/moves
Revision
Edit
Publish

K2 classroom expectations and norms for collaboration
and discussion

K3 classroom procedures, rules, and expectations

K4 Digital tools for collaborating and publishing

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can use writing techniques from expert authors to

enhance my writing.

S2 I can write using nonfiction text features.

S3 I can use the writing process to inform (plan, sketch,
write, revise, edit, publish).

S4 I can elaborate on my writing by adding details.

S5 I can have productive conversations with classmates
and adults in large and small groups.

S6 I can identify and know when to use periods, question
marks, and explanation marks.

S7 I can use a variety of digital tools to produce and
publish writing and to interact and collaborate with
peers.

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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1st Grade/Writing-Unit 5-Opinion

Unit #: Chest-00113669
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Courtney Kovac, Maria
Martinez

Grade(s): 1
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 1st Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Perspective and Form/Structure
In this unit, students will learn that people sort, rank, categorize, explain, convince, persuade, argue, give in, change and are changed. Students will learn to write their judgments and
their reasons for those judgments and to organize their reasons and supply supporting details for those reasons. Students will use their skills at writing to make and defend judgments.
Students will write an opinion piece about a topic or a book.They will demonstrate a command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage (e.g., capitalizing dates &
names of people; end punctuation for sentences; commas, spelling conventions, etc.) when writing.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 1-1

Text Types and Purposes
Write opinion pieces in which they
introduce the topic or name the book they
are writing about, state an opinion, supply
a reason for the opinion, and provide some
sense of closure. (W.1.1)

Production and Distribution of Writing
With guidance and support from adults, focus on
a topic, respond to questions and suggestions
from peers and self-reflection, and add details to
strengthen writing and ideas as needed. (W.1.4)
With guidance and support from adults, use a
variety of digital tools to produce and publish
writing, including in collaboration with peers.
(W.1.5)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts
with peers and adults in small and larger groups
(SL.1.1)

Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
listening to others with care, speaking one at a
time about the topics and texts under
discussion). (SL.1.1A)
Build on others’ talk in conversations by
responding to the comments of others through
multiple exchanges. (SL.1.1B)
Ask questions to clear up any confusion about
the topics and texts under discussion. (SL.1.1C)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Effective writers defend their ideas with reasons and

examples.

U2 Effective writers recognize that language conventions
and grammar are essential in effective
communication.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How do writers convince others? How do writers

influence their audience?

Q2 How does my use of language conventions affect how
I communicate with others?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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Describe people, places, things, and events with
relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings
clearly. (SL.1.4)
Add drawings or other visual displays to
descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas,
thoughts, and feelings. (SL.1.5)
Produce complete sentences when appropriate
to task and situation (SL.1.6)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking (L.1.1)

Use frequently occurring conjunctions (e.g., and,
but, or, so, because) (L.1.1G)
Produce and expand complete simple and
compound declarative, interrogative, imperative,
and exclamatory sentences in response to
prompts. (L.1.1J)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing (L.1.2)

Capitalize dates and names of people.
(L.1.2A)
Use end punctuation for sentences. (L.1.2B)
Use commas in dates and to separate
single words in a series. (L.1.2C)
Use conventional spelling for words with
common spelling patterns and for
frequently occurring irregular words.
(L.1.2D)
Spell untaught words phonetically, drawing
on phonemic awareness and spelling
conventions. (L.1.2E)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grade 1 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
an array of strategies. (L.1.4)

Use sentence-level context as a clue to the
meaning of a word or phrase (L.1.4A)
Use frequently occurring affixes and inflection
(e.g., -ed, -s, - ing, re-, un-, pre-, -ful, - less) as a
clue to the meaning of a word. (L.1.4B)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Nonfiction
Opinion
Perspective
Defend/Support
Reasons/Examples
Structure
Topic
Closure
Collaboration

K2 classroom expectations and norms for collaboration
and discussion

K3 classroom procedures, rules, and expectations

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can explain the difference between fact and opinion.

S2 I can generate a list of opinions.

S3 I can support my opinion with reasons and examples.

S4 I can sort, rank, categorize, explain and persuade
others about their ideas/collections.

S5 I can use correct capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling.

S6 I can revise and edit my writing using checklists
and/or rubrics.

S7 I can publish my writing.

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence
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Stage 3: Learning Plan

Alignment Code Learning Activities
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1st Grade/Writing-Unit 6-Informational/Research

Unit #: Chest-00113670
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Courtney Kovac, Maria
Martinez

Grade(s): 1
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 1st Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Discovery
This unit is designed to help students understand that writing is not only a tool for storytelling; it is also a tool for learning about science. Writing is a means through which students can
study and come to know (and eventually teach) about the wonderful world of science, recalling information from experiences to answer questions. This unit positions them to begin to
work towards these goals as they notice ways they can write about the world around them.
Students will participate in a shared research and writing project.  Students will use their new learning (from research) to write an informative/explanatory text and they will
demonstrate an understanding of the central message or lesson of a text by reporting on the key ideas, details, and events, including just the important information.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 1-1

Text Types and Purposes
Write informative/explanatory texts in
which they name a topic, supply some
facts about the topic, and provide some
sense of closure. (W.1.2)

Production and Distribution of Writing
With guidance and support from adults, focus on
a topic, respond to questions and suggestions
from peers and self-reflection, and add details to
strengthen writing and ideas as needed. (W.1.4)
With guidance and support from adults, use a
variety of digital tools to produce and publish
writing, including in collaboration with peers.
(W.1.5)

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
Participate in shared research and writing
projects (e.g., explore a number of “how-
to” books on a given topic and use them to
write a sequence of instructions). (W.1.6)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts
with peers and adults in small and larger groups
(SL.1.1)

Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
listening to others with care, speaking one at a
time about the topics and texts under
discussion). (SL.1.1A)
Build on others’ talk in conversations by

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Writers explore the world around them to

discover/study topics about the world; writers often
share information they have read in order to explain
and/or teach.

U2 Effective writers recognize that language conventions
and grammar are essential in effective
communication.

U3 Researchers draw on information that is acquired
from a variety of sources and that answer questions
about the topic being researched; shared research
benefits from a variety of perspectives.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How can we learn from the world around us?  How can

I share information with others?  How can I use my
writing to teach others?

Q2 How does my use of language conventions affect how
I communicate with others?

Q3 How can I strengthen my understanding of a topic by
engaging in shared research? How do I know which
resources fit my needs?

Acquisition
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responding to the comments of others through
multiple exchanges. (SL.1.1B)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking (L.1.1)

Print all upper- and lowercase letters. (L.1.1A)
Use common, proper, and possessive nouns
(L.1.1B)
Use singular and plural nouns with matching
verbs in basic sentences (e.g., He hops; We
hop). (L.1.1C)
Use frequently occurring adjectives (L.1.1F)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing (L.1.2)

Capitalize dates and names of people.
(L.1.2A)
Use end punctuation for sentences. (L.1.2B)
Use commas in dates and to separate
single words in a series. (L.1.2C)
Use conventional spelling for words with
common spelling patterns and for
frequently occurring irregular words.
(L.1.2D)
Spell untaught words phonetically, drawing
on phonemic awareness and spelling
conventions. (L.1.2E)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grade 1 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
an array of strategies. (L.1.4)

Identify frequently occurring root words (e.g.,
look) and their inflectional forms (e.g., looks,
looked, looking). (L.1.4C)

With guidance and support from adults,
demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships and nuances in word meanings.
(L.1.5)

Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs
differing in manner (e.g., look, peek, glance,
stare, glare, scowl) and adjectives differing in
intensity (e.g., large, gigantic) by defining or
choosing them or by acting out the meanings.
(L.1.5D)

Knowledge Skill(s)
What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Nonfiction
Inform
Structure
Text Features
Science/Explore/Discover
Topic
Closure
Collaboration
Revision
Edit
Publish
Research
Sequence
Fact
Fiction
Resource

K2 classroom expectations and norms for collaboration
and discussion

K3 classroom procedures, rules, and expectations

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can participate in shared research.

S2 I can write using nonfiction text features.

S3 I can use the writing process to inform (plan, sketch,
write, revise, edit, publish).

S4 I can elaborate on my writing by adding details.

S5 I can have productive conversations with classmates
and adults in large and small groups.

S6 I can identify and know when to use periods, question
marks, and explanation marks.

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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